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JESUS THE NON VIOLENT RESISTER 


By Frank Cordaro 


_ The eyes you bring to the scriptures are as 
important as the text you read. As a pastor, 
I struggle with a new set of scriptural texts 
each week. I have consistently seen in my 
studies a resistance premise built into the 
Gospels. I've discovered in Jesus the 
clearest example of a nonviolent resister. I 
have found in the early Christian Churches 
a collection of resistance communities 
trying to follow the nonviolent Jesus. 
Seeing this resistance premise in the 
scriptures has a lot to do with the 
experiences I bring to my ministry. 


Before ordination I lived and worked at the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker for seven 
years. I got to see the world through the eyes 
of the poor. For those who live in the 
subhuman environment of poverty the 
system is failing them and their numbers 
are growing. It was easy to see from our 
soup lines and hospitality houses that our 
nation's troubles are many, systemic in 
nature and demonic in character. We are in 
the midst of a spiritual crisis of cosmic 
proportions. At the heart of this spiritual 
malaise is our blind allegiance to the 
"BOMB". Its physical threat is awesome and 
ultimate. Its mere existence darkens our 
souls. Our continued acceptance of its logic 
cripples the spirit. There is no doubt about 
it, we live in bad times. 


At the Catholic Worker I also came in 
contact with a modest but growing 
resistance Church. These people are 
_. conspiring to live lives of Biblical clear 
’ sightedness and faithful integrity. It is a 
Tesistance church whose edge on the tnuth is 
the poor they have come to live with and the 
prison cells they have come to call home. 
From this resistance way my reading of 
scriptures takes its lead. Consequently my 
preaching has gotten mixed reviews. 


I remember preaching on the Feast of St. 
Peter and St. Paul. The first reading was 
from ACTS 12/1-11. It tells of a miraculous 
prison escape by St. Peter. 1 began my 
homily with a personal jail story of my 
own. I then proclaimed St. Peter and St. 
Paul to be famous law breakers. A 
parishioner later complained that he and 
others did not appreciate hearing about my 
prison experiences from the pulpit nor did 
they appreciate my equating St. Peter and 
St. Paul as famous law breakers. In his eyes 
St. Peter and St. Paul suffered martyrdom 
for their faith, not for breaking any laws. 


I was taken aback by his strong reaction. Of 
course, St. Peter and St. Paul died for their 
faith. They also died because they were 
judged and tried as law breakers and a 
threat to the Roman Empire. To deny this 
is to deny the basic integrity of the 
narrative. How can people miss such an 
obvious fact in the text? It is a blindness 
closely connnected to a national obsession 
with law and order. It is an obsession that 
borders on idolatry. 2 


How we as Christians have become such a 
law and order people is beyond me. More 
importantly, it's beyond the Gospel message 
we all claim. The entire New Testament 
was written to an underground Church. The 
first century Church was a church of 
outlaws. Tradition has it that all of the 
New Testament writers except for John 
were executed by the Roman Empire for 
treason; law breakers and outlaws every 
one of them. 


Even the primo act of Christianity was an 
act of civil disobedience. When the Roman 
Empire sentences someone to death, that 
person is supposed to remain dead. To rise 
from the dead is to break the law. The 
Resurrection was an act of civil 
disobedience and the law has been after.the 
Risen Lord ever since. 
review our rich church history of law 
breakers and trouble makers to know 
Christ's disobedient spirit lives. 


We have only to” 


A resistance reading of the Gospels first 
starts with the things Jesus DID and not at 
what he SAID. It is the narrative, the story 
line that is most important. Jesus’ words 
take their meaning from the dramatic flow 
of his life. The four Gospels give us the 
clearest picture of Jesus’ dramatic life 
story. ; 


We all live our lives through our stories. 
Our imaginations are shaped by our stories. 
We have our own personal stories and our 
family stories. Logan, the town where I 
live, has its own history made up of many 
different stories and events that took place 
in the lives of the peoplé who have lived 
there. Our country has its stories by which 
we live. We have our faith stories by which 
we believe. 


Most stories have a beginning, an ending 
and in between a conflict to be resolved. 
The Gospels ‘are no different. In his talk at 
the Faith and Resistance Retreat held in 
Council Bluffs, lowa, in August of 1986, Rev. 
Bob Beck, a Loras College scripture scholar, 
asked three questions about the conflict in 
the Gospel stories: What is the context of the 
conflict? How is the conflict resolved? 
What is the arena in which the conflict is 
played out? Much of what follows was 
outlined in Father Beck's talk. 
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WHAT IS THE CONTEXT OF THE 
CONFLICT? 


The Gospel is a counter cultural story with 
an eschatological thrust. Eschatology is 
the study of the End Times. It is from this 
eschatological framework that the context 
of the Gospel conflict must be understood. 
From the very beginning, the faithful 
belteved that the end of the world was near. 
If you believed your end was near, you 
would most likely rearrange your 
priorities. The early Church did by 
radically rearranging the priorities of its 
followers in anticipation of the end of the 
world. 


By the time the Gospels were written, the 
Church had to deal with what appeared to 
be a postponement of the Parousia. 
Interestingly enough, despite what seemed 
to be an indefinite delay all four Gospel 
writers took seriously the eschatological 
thrust and kept its urgency within the 
framework of their stories about Jesus. 


The New Testament is full of eschatological 
thinking. Matthew's Gospel begins Jesus' 
public life with John the Baptist stating the 
claim plainly “Reform your lives! The 
Reign of God is at hand!" -- Mt. 3/2. The 
hepeated claim is made throughout the New 
Testament. A new age has replaced the old. 
The world now lives in the light where 
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WHO WE ARE 


The Catholic Worker is a group of 
individuals living together in community 
and working together in pursuit of 
common goals of peace and justice. In our 
life together we are trying to live out the 
Biblical mandate to love one another, and 
so our houses are open to anyone in need, to 
stay on a temporary or occasionally a 
longterm basis. ’ 
The Catholic Worker is not a tax exempt 
organization. Members work as unpaid 
volunteers, receiving only room and board 
for our work: We neither seek nor accept 
government or foundation moneys of any 
kind, choosing to depend on gifts from our 
extended community who give at a personal 
sacrifice. Im our refusal to conform to 
organizational structures, we affirm the 
responsibility of all to assume personal 
responsibility for those in need and for the 
problems facing us all in the world. We 
invite all to join us in whatever way you 


can. 


As always we thank all the church groups 
that bring supper on a regular basis. We 
have added two more to the list: Our Lady's 
Immaculate Heart, and the Sisters of 
Humility. Our freezer has been running low 
and it is quite a relief to be able to depend 
on those suppers. Many thanks to the 
Grinnell students whe have been coming 
every Saturday. Their numbers seem to be 
growing even though we ask them to do the 
most horrible tasks. We would also like to 
thank the Knights of Columbus who after 
putting in the windows at the new house 
came back to drywall the second floor. And 
thanks to everyone who has donated much 


Money remains our primary need, with 
utility bills and work continuing on th 
new house. We thank all who responded i 
our last fund appeal, and ask that you 
continue to remember us since the wo 
here depends entirely on your support. 


money 
dry beans 
meat 

pasta 

tomato products 
coffee 

sugar 
margarine 
toiletry items 
tampons 


needed cleaning supplies. 


The National Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty is organizing a fast from 
February 23-March 1. This is the third year 

of the death penalty have fasted 
to raise consciousness about the issue. For 
information on the fast locally, contact 
Jon Krieg, 1321 8th St., DSM 50314 (515) 
243-8828. 


Many thanks to Dean and Doug for making 
it possible for us to get out such a great- 
looking newspaper! Thanks to Jim 
Harrington and Mike Kyle for taking some 
new pictures for this issue, and thanks to 
all the guests and friends who help out with 
the mailings. 


NORMAN'S 


Hello! It's me, Norman. It's been a long 
time since I last wrote an article for our 
newsletter. So I thought about writing one 


now. 


For a long time I've been begging for bottles 
and cans and working real hard to ear 
money for a truck, and at the same time 
trying to raise money for Sheryl so she can 
see her children which I failed at doing 


because of people's feeling for people being 
in jail, which hurt me a lot. Sheryl hasn't 
seen her children for almost five years. 
They were taken away from her and moved 
to Washington state. She feels hurt a lot 
when she sees other mothers with their 
children. She often talks about them when 
I visit her. We talk about other things, like 
how Norman the cat is doing. Since Sheryl 
can't have pets I thought I would adopt a cat 
for her. We had a cat named Checkers who 
died from being hit by a car, which I buried 
behind the foodstore. We talk about my diet 
or me getting a haircut and other things but 
most of the time it would be the children 
and a lot of times we talk about how to get 
her children to come out here to Iowa. 


Community 
Katie Bobbitt 
Luke Bobbitt 
Wendy Bobbitt 


Jim Harrington 
Patti McKee 

Norman Searah 
JR Stockberger 


WHERE 


So then I talked to a friend of mine and he 
suggested that I could maybe use the truck 
money as collateral for a loan to pay for 
Sheryl's children's air fare to and from 
Iowa. Things seemed OK, I told Sheryl 
about it which made her happy, then 1 tolda 
few people about what I was doing for her 
with the money. Then all of hell came 
down on me. For most of my life I've been 
giving things, doing things for people and 
giving up things in order to help people. In 
fact I even used to give up people just to 
make others happy. So what I was going to 
do with the truck money wasn't something 
new to me. I figured that I would still get the 
truck after the loan was paid up. It seems 
that a lot of people didn't like what I was 
going to do with the truck money and got 
into telling me and asking me things about 
Sheryl. Feeling down and out I wrote 
Sheryl a letter which really did hurt both of 
us and to make things worse, a friend of 
Sheryl's named Myona who writes to a 
friend in Mitchellville told.me that her 
friend told her that Norman doesn't care 
about Sheryl or even love her. She said a 
little more that hurt me. So I wrote Sheryl 
another letter, telling her about what 
Myona said and about the fact that I was 


pampers 


Mass Schedule 
On March 10 and April 14 Fr. Frank 


Cordaro will be saying mass at Lazarus Laza 
House at 7:30 PM. Everyone is invited. We 7 puilc 
hope you will come; it's a good way to get to was 
know each other and see what’s going on the | 
here at the house. cont 
wom 

Toto-needs a home! with 
Our friendly and lovable but burned-out | the 1 
Catholic Worker dog Toto needs a new Saw 
home! If you can give him one, please call ; 
Wendy at 243-0765. Haze 
: Catt 

Roundtable discussion whil 
On March 3 at 7:30 here at Lazarus House | ther 
Kay Meyer will be leading a roundtable on Hou 
the possibility of starting up a rural-based on t 
sister community on some farmland near refle 
Des Moines. Anyone interested is welcome. an 

! us 

} 

i 
thinking about taking a wild chance of 
getting a loan so she can see her children 
around Easter before I met Myona. So! 
figure that besides begging for bottles and 
cans and working real hard to ear money 
for a truck I figure that I would open 
another saving account for Sheryl's 
children to visit here no matter what the 
outcome is. So I'm going to need some help. 

I'm not begging for money, just your empty : 
pop cans and bottles. And I want people to 
know that I'm still going to get a truck in 
June. I want Sheryl to know that I love you 
and I care a lot about you, always have. And pe 
God loves you too. I care a lot about people! Eile 
care more about people than I care about ae 
myself. eras 
the 
A friend of mine who was once a priest told , 
me often when we read about Jesus, the ob 
prophets, and the saints we forget that they Bet 
too had many problems, hurts like we do, —" 
meaning that they were human, not gods or eo 
powerful men, even though God gave them ERS 
powers and as much as the people that come far 
to the Worker have problems so do most of aS 
us that help people out and I'm sure that oS 
even you that are reading this have a 


problems. Thank you. 


w 


all 


We know it's winter because the food in the 
dumpsters is frozen again. For a brief 
couple of weeks we revived our love affair 
with trashpicking, but that romance has to 
go on hold till the temperatures rise again. 
In the meantime, the community is richer 
by 2 cases of aloe vera plants and we all 
enjoyed a lot of great salads. Things around 
here are about the same, too many people to 
possibly fit in such a small space, but a lot 
of warm feelings and a lot of kids. We're 
planning for the spring, with a lot of 
changes coming in the community and 
some new projects still in the planning 
stages. 


Jim and the Bojorquez family returned 
from their trip to Mexico with such 
wonderful stories that we are all ready to 
move! The Mexican culture is one with 
abundant generosity and kindness that is 
very inviting. We could all learn a lot from 
them, Since his return, Jim has been 
working as hard as ever on the new house. 
The floors that have been completed are 
beautiful and these pictures do not do them 
justice. Come and see for yourself! Daniel, 
Jim, Wendy, and Hazen deserve many 
praises. When winter finally arrived last 
week and the temperatures stuck below 
zero, it seemed natural that the work would 
come to a dead halt. However, these 
workers were only slightly daunted and 
work soon returned in the basement of 
Lazarus House. Jim engineered a plan to 
build cabinets and table tops out of what 
was left of the oak and maple flooring, and 
the crew is again hard at it. Wendy is 
continuing her struggle to prove that a 
woman is every bit as able as aman. I agree 
with her, and have decided not tell about 
the time her hair got caught in the circular 
saw. (only joking, Wendy!) 


Hazen Ordway, who worked at the New York 
Catholic Worker in the late 30's and 40's 
while Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin were 
there, has recently moved into Ligutti 
House. He is constantly working with Jim 
on the new house and we appreciate his 
teflections on Catholic Worker history and 
philosophy as well as his hard work on the 
house. 


We said goodbye to Leagals Dunbar and 
Eileen Glover this week. They left on 
February 10th, headed for New Jersey. It 
was great living in community with them; 
they will be missed. They are going to be 
working in a shelter that Eileen used to 
volunteer with: We pray that joy and 
happiness will follow them as they begin a 
new portion of their lives together. They 
have been a wonderful help taking many of 
the morning shifts that the rest of us are 
hard pressed to take. We are all going to 
miss Katie’s beautiful tribute to Leagals' 
Famous Fettucini. She would sing 
"Fettucini, Fettucini, Fettucini." His secret 
recipe leaves with hini. Goodbye, Eileen. 
Goodbye, Leagals. We wish you well. 


Kay Meyer and her children Kenna, Jann 
and Kary are considering joining the 
community. Kay has been taking afternoon 
shifts every week for the past several 
months and has already made herself a 
mainstay of the community. Her current 
plan is to join us early in March and to stay 
in the community until October -- a full 
growing season for the garden she is 
already planning. No more garden jokes 
this year! Kay has been living in the 
country for 10 years and is committed to a 
simple rural lifestyle. On March 3 she will 
be leading a roungtable here at the house 
exploring the possibility of forming a 
rural-based sister community that would be 
related with or a part of our community 
here, as is envisioned in traditional 
Catholic Worker thinking, 


Carla Dawson and her son Julius have 
continued to help out as extended 
community members. Carla's wonderful, 
outgoing spirit and beautiful smile do 
wonders for the atmosphere of the food 
store every day. She has agreed to update 
our mailing list, and she has been taking 
one or two shifts at the house on a weekly 
basis. We are glad you found us, Carla. 


Norman continues to work hard at Panda 
Foods every day, and comes home to watch 
the house, relaxing in the midst of Catholic 
Worker chaos. Believe me, it is a hard thing 
to do. He has done wonders with the pantry. 
He completely reorganized the shelves and 
after hours of hard work has created a 
masterpiece. Thanks, Norman. 


Patti has been working at Westminster 
House since shortly after her return from 
India. She is still active with the Coalition 
for the Homeless and many, many other 
groups. She sometimes feels overwhelmed 
by the endless lists of committees, 
community groups, and boards that would 
all benefit from a Catholic Worker voice, 
but she continues to do her best. 


Wendy continues to overwork herself 
taking many shifts and spending the rest of 
her day's time working with Jim or playing 
with her kids. Her kids alone are a full time 
job and it amazes us all that she just keeps 
going. Katie has decided that she is a young 
woman and has been toilet trained. One 
more step toward independence! Luke still 
enjoys school very much. He came home a 
few weeks ago and told us they showed 
Rambo III in his kindergarten class. Is that 
really appropriate? J think 5 year olds are 
a little too impressionable for a movie with 
such strong values. I guess teachers know 
best?! 


I am taking off next week for a retreat with 
my fellow Brethren Volunteers. We are 
meeting in Wisconsin for a week of fun, 
sharing, and rejuvenation. I really look 
forward to hooking up and sharing horror 
stories’ with old friends. I am still 


voluntetring at Iowa Peace Network doing 
the majority of my work with the Peace 
Resource Center. Wendy has taught me the 
fine art of dumpster-diving and at the 
expense of sounding a little egotistical I've 
become quite good at it. I only got hit in the 
head with a lid one time. 


MORE HOUSE NEWS 


As these before and after shots show, work. 
over the past 6 months has made some 
» amazing improvements at the new house on 
7th St. This month since there is no heat in 
the new house we've been working on 
building cabinets, benches and dining room 
tables out of the leftover Nooring we got last ao 
year. Sawdust and fumes have made the : Gandhi h. 
basement at Lazarus (our makeshift t Svorld ort 
workshop) pretty unbearable for any but ee narc 
the hardiest, but it won't be winter forever. y arid 
As soon as the weather breaks, we'll be i 
heading back over there for more major A 
work, eciidine the plumbing. We are vate | eet 
grateful to all who have been helping us Struc ; 
financially, but of course your continuing ee merce 
: : ged 
help is needed to keep the work going, so passing a 
please keep this project in mind. And 
please stop by and check out the house! 
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Gandhi had spent the larger part of his life 
in directing India's struggle for freedom and 
in attending the socio-economic problems. 
Hence, at the outset, one would suspect if 
Gandhi had said anything about a peaceful 
world order or a meaningful alternative to 
the anarchical society of the present day 
world. 


Without much hesitation, one may say that 
Gandhi has said nothing about the NIEO. It 
is true. But one may note that this idea 
emerged after twenty-five years of his 
passing away. “ 


However, Gandhi had spoken or written 
enough and more about the problems of 
world peace and the ways and means of 
establishing a peaceful world order. His 
stress on "internationalism through non- 
violent nationalism" is itself a clear 
indication of the non-violent world order. 
As early as 1925, he wrote, "It is impossible 
for one to be an internationalist without 
being a nationalist. Our nationalism can 
be no peril to other nations inasmuch as we 
will exploit none, just as we will allow none 
to exploit us." 


Again on another occasion he wrote, 
"Nationalism is not the highest concept, the 
highest concept is world community. I 
would not like to live in this world if it is 
not to be one world." 


In 1940, while replying to a question on 
how wars could be stopped and a peaceful 
world order be built, Gandhi said, "I have no 
doubt that unless big nations shed their 
desire for exploitation and the spirit of 
violence of which war is the natural 
expression and the atom bomb the 
inevitable consequence, there is no hope for 
peace in the world.” 


Gandhi was a firm believer in the dictum 
that ‘all men are basically good' and in the 
‘innate cooperativeness of human nature 
and behaviour". And also he considered 
man or the individual and his behaviour as 
the centre of all social action and reform. 
The idea of a Gandhian World Order will be 
quite clear if we put together these 
statements and postulates of Gandhi 
carefully. It is in this viewpoint that the 
Gandhian outlook of a world order has to be 
interpreted. 


THREE PILLARS OF GANDHIAN WORLD 
ORDER 


According to Gandhi, the basis to the 
preferred world order should be as follows: 
1. It should be non=vidlent 

2. It should be non-exploitative and 
cooperative 

3. It should be based on the reform, 
regeneration or education of the individual. 


According to Gandhi, the idea of a World 
Order has to be seen at various levels; 
namely, individual, local, national and 
international. It is the larger problem and 
the problems of war and peace form part of 
it. Hence the Gandhian approach for the 
creation of a peaceful world order involves 
a dual exercise or technique: (1) a code of 
self-discipline and training, education for 
the individual and (2) a thorough going 
reconstruction of the political and socio- 
economic structure of the nations 
internally. 


The basic factor in Gandhi's design for 
world order is the individual and the 
individual acts on the mainspring in social 
action and reform at various levels -- local, 
national and international. The springs of 
disorder and violence are started basically 
from the individual level. Hence a stable 
world order cannot be brought about by 
merely eschewing violence in international 
relations. According to Gandhi, for a stable 
world order. the individual is the basic 


By Jacob Pulickan, Secretary, Santi Vahini, India 


factor because unless he wields the weapons 
of destruction, there can be no war. Hence 
Gandhi's emphasis is on the regeneration of 
the individual as well as the restructuring 
of the nations of the world. 


For the regeneration of the individual, 
Gandhi puts forward chiefly, a five-fold 
commitment known as ‘Ashram vows’. 
They are Satya (Truth), Ahimsa(Non- 
violence), Brahmacharya (Self-control), 
Asteya (Non-stealing) and Aparigraha 
(Non-possession or only such possessions 
as are dictated by necessity). The other 
vows recommended by Gandhi include 
fearlessness, removal or untouchability, 
bread-labour (earning one's bread by 
manual or physical labour), tolerance, 
humility, silence and the use of swadeshi. 
Some of these vows were dictated to suit the 
Indian situation and hence modifications 
can be made according to time and place. 


It may also be noted that Gandhi did not 
expect the full and rigorous observance of 
the discipline from the masses -- that is 
limited to the leaders. Of course, anybody 
can practise it with the requisite will and 
capacity, just as the rigorous training of the 
armed forces. 


The second step for the Gandhian world 
order is the restructuring of the political 
and socio-economic relations and the 
educational system within the states. The 
most important aspect of this restructuring 
is decentralisation -- both political and 
economic. 


In politics, Gandhi equally admits the 
statement of Lord Action that "power tends 
to corrupt, and absolute power tends to 
corrupt absolutely.” HOtaeestiie 
‘predominantly non-violent state’, Gandhi 
advocated a federal structure in which the 
Central government would have only a few 
functions of national importance. The real 
functional power will be the village, known 
in the Gandhian terminology as the village 
Republics. Each village is independent in 
almost all vital matters and almost self- 
sufficient and interdependent. It will be an 
‘oceanic circle’. Each individual is his own 
ruler. There will be little scope for political 
indoctrination, manipulation or abuse of 
authority. 


In the socio-economic’ sphere, 
decentralisation will be achieved by means 
of village-based small scale and cottage 
industries. Production will be geared to the 
needs of the local population and it should 
be need based. Gandhi is not absolutely 
opposed to the use of machinery. But he 
strictly opposed the indiscriminate use of 
machinery and the craze for machinery. 
“Machinery may be used in those rare cases 
alone where it leads to no exploitation and 
where it helps lighten the burden of the 
worker.” And also, in the Gandhian system 
the technological change must satisfy the 
following three major conditions. 


1. ~ Technology must increase the 
productivity of the worker. 

2. Technology must not replace the worker. 
3. The worker must have complete control 
of the technology;. 


Another notable point is that widely 
scattered small scale industries can be a 
nation's best industrial defense against 
surprise aerial attack. 


With a view to strengthening the 
foundations of a peaceful world order, 
Gandhi advocates education through 
handicraft. It will help the child to develop 
his body, mind and intellect. Manifestly, 
the idea is to establish coordination 
between the child and the society, the 
environment and the real problems of life. 


Such an education based on constructive 
activities (advocated by Gandhi) will indeed 
help the child much in shaping a peace 
loving and cooperative personality. This 
will, in turn, prepare the child for 
regenerating as a responsible individual 
towards the establishment of a stable world 
order. 


Gandhi's non-violent state bids farewell to 
arms and police. Their place will be taken 
by ‘peace brigades’ or satyagrahis. They are 
the servants of the people. The chief 
qualities of the soldiers of a non-violent 
army and police should be, according to 
Gandhi, a living faith in God, discipline, 
truthfulness and devotion to duty. A 
training in arms will surely be unnecessary 
for them. 


After these internal transformations, the 
way will have been paved for an 
international society, or a ‘World 
Federation or International League’. In 
such a world, all nations -- small or big -- 
will be like equal partners. Thus, the 
Gandhian approach to a stable world order 
starts from bottom upwards by twosteps or 
stages, namely, the regeneration of the 
individual and the transformation of 
nations along non-violent lines, or as 
Gandhi puts it, ‘internationalism through 
non-violent nationalism’. But Gandhi 
points out that "the structure of a world 
federation can be raised only on the 
foundation of non-violence and violence 


will have to be given up in world affairs." 
Ultimately, these non-violent nations will 
function together under‘a world federation 
which will have the following broad 
characteristics: 


1. The individuals and nations composing 
the world should be predominantly non- 
violent. 

2. All the nations of the world should be 
fully independent. There can be no place in 
such a world for colonialism, imperialism 
and race hatred. 

3. The distinction of big and small should 
be obliterated and every nation should feel 
as tall as the tallest. 

4. It should be based on general 
disarmament. Failing that. some one 
nation, at least, should take the initiative 
and give a lead to the rest of the world. Its 
example may become infectious in the 
course of time, even as the example of a 
non-violent individual becomes infectious. 
5. The international society should be a 
voluntary organization of states for the 
common good in which every nation should 
be willing to sacrifice itself for all. 

6. All disputes between nations should be 
settled peacefully and amicably by such 
methods as negotiation, mediation and 
arbitration. 

7. There may be a small international 
police to keep order in the absence of 
universal belief in non-violence. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 


On Ash Wednesday a group of four people 
poured ashes and crossed the line at the 
SAC Base near Omaha. Ed Bloomer, Wendy 
Bobbitt, Hazen Ordway, and JR Stockberger 
all participated in the action. A group of 
about 20 people gathered at St. Anthony's 
shelter in Omaha for mass before the 
action. Kay Meyer, Dennis McLaughlin, 
Carla Dawson, Paul Dautremont, and Mike 
Kyle went along to support us. This was my 
first arrest for trespassing at Offutt Air 
Force Base. The Ban and Bar letter is most 
likely all that I will receive. I have been 
barred from the base for one year. That is a 
very small price to pay for making my 
opposition more publicly known and for 
strengthening my commitment to peace. If 
ail who oppose nuclear weapons would 
cross just once, just like I did, I believe we 
would be empowered to demand the changes 


that we all long for. 
JR. Stockberger 


ASH WEDNESDAY STATEMENT 


We come here today on Ash Wednesday, the 
beginning of the season of Lent, a time of 
repentance for our sins. We come to repent 
for our great sins of having used nuclear 
bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
reducing two cities and their inhabitants to 
ashes. We are here to protest the existence 
of this base, because of the danger of using 
these weapons again. 


Throughout this Heartland, missiles have 
been planted in farmers' fields, a 
perversion of the right use of the land, and 
those missiles are, based here. 


We are Christians, and abhor the use of 
“| these instruments of mass destruction. No 
one is safe from this madness and we want 
it to cease and be dismantled now. 


We pour these ashes to remind us of what 
nuclear weapons produce. We must not use 
them again. We hope for a return of this 
base to farming, supporting life. It is for 
this that the land was created. 


--Ed Bloomer 
--Wendy Bobbitt 
--Hazen Ordway 
--Elbert Stockberger 


On the Feast of the Holy Innocents four of 
us went to Omaha to be part of the retreat 
sponsored by the New Covenant Peace and 
Justice Center and the subsequent SAC 
witness. Wendy Bobbitt, Carla Dawson, Kay 
Meyer, and Hazen Ordway crossed, along 
with Brian Terrell of the Maloy Worker and 
Mark Smith of Omaha. 


Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Detroit and Chairperson of the 
National Pax Christi, will be in Omaha 
May 8-9. Bishop Gumbleton will give a talk 
on May 8 commemorating the Sth 
anniversary of the U.S. Catholic Bishops' 
Peace Pastoral. The talk is entitled "From 
Deterrence to Love." On May 9th Bishop 
Gumbleton will be the main celebrant at a 
Eucharist which will conclude with a line 
crossing at the SAC base, with the same 
theme of'"From Deterrence to Love." 


This event is sponsored by the national Pax 
Christi, the New Covenant Peace and 
Justice Center in Omaha and the Omaha 
Faith and Resistance Community. More 
details to follow ... interested persons 
should contact the New Covenant Peace and 
Justice Center, 3503 State St., Omaha, 
68112 (402) 451-1212, or Fr. Frank 
Cordaro, St. Ann's Church, PO #142, Logan, 
IA 51546, contact person for the Omaha 
Faith and Resistance Community. 


Crossing the Line 


Why have I come here today? 
Many tell me it is wrong. 
Many tell me there are better ways, more 
effective ways. 

I could end up in jail, they shout, 

and what could I do from there. 


I would like to believe that God approves 
I know that God does not approve of the 


me 
I have come here to testify that these 
are not of God. 


Iam weak. 
I do fear the consequences 
But I will not let fear deter me. 


harbor 
nothing but death. 
and I ask God for the courage to go on. 


This ts a beginning for me. 

I have huge beliefs. 

I want extreme, enormous changes. 
This beginning is a very small step. 
I fear it will go unnoticed by many. 


But it is a beginning. 
It is an attempt. 


I am weak. 

I want to nun to this command base 
to dismantle it. 

To make it impossible to fix. 

I want to but I can't. 

God may bring me back to do that. 


Today, I am here pleading 
begging the world to take notice 
Begging you to help me. I wani ciianges. 


weapons controlled from this base behind 


I am trying to tell you that these weapons 


JR. Stockberger 
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By John LaForge 


le nuclear weapons industry has been 
en to its foundation this summer and 
il by a series of accidents and dozens of 
evelations that have put the Bomb builders 
m their worst legal, political and 
Ryironmental fix in history. 
jmpounding the nuclearists' woes was the 
lid-September concession by the 
iment of Energy (DOE) that it could 
rove that its $700 million Waste 
Solation Pilot Plant could operate safely. 
miended to be a bone dry, underground 
tion for hiding nuclear waste, the 2,150 
eep chamber was found to be soaked 


macks caused by stress and corrosion in 
weapons reactors’ cooling systems, 
icant uncertainties” about the ability 
ithe reactors’ confinement systems to 
event a release of radioactivity in a 
accident, and Energy Department 
yer-ups and mismanagement of its dirty 
fillties -- resulting in industrial 
pects. ongoing safety violations and 
fides spread environmental contamination 
thave finally achieved what anti-nuclear 

have long demanded; a halt te the 
ys nuclear weapons fuel cycle. “At 
all 14 of the reactors in the DOE are 
most of them permanently,” writes 
farshall in the 21 October 1988 issue 
CIE! CE. 


S nation-wide suspension of nuclear 
pons materials production is 
aprecedented, the longest period that the 
S. has gone without being able to operate 
pomp reactors since 1944. 


icipating the current crisis in the 
s industry was a scathing 67-page 
by the National Academy of Sciences 
th identified the above problems, and 
tin question the future of the decades-old 
stem of reactors, which have chumed out 
€ plutonium, uranium, tritium and 
Hioactive wastes demanded by Congress 
fthe nuclear arms race. The NAS report 
s released the morning of October 29, 
and, as Andre Carothers reports in 
: 4 ay-June 1988 GREENPEACE, three 
5S slater E.T. DuPont de Nemours Co. 
a inced that when its contract ran out 
he end of 1989, it would leave." DuPont 
ms the now shut-down Savannah River 
amt near Aiken, S.C. 


e most Tecent disclosures began with 
at NOT MAN APART (the newspaper of 
nds of the Earth) called "a chilling 
bat of the early stages of the USSR's 1986 
nobyl catastrophe." 
gust/September, 1988) On August 10, 
88, reactor operators at the Savannah 
er Plant (SRP) violated safety rules 
ing an inept attempt to restart one of the 
a@nt's three military reactors. While 
hoving from the core control rods that 
E brakes on the chain reaction, the power 
fdenly "spiked," radically boosting the 
mperature and pressure inside the 
ctor. "A power burst is one of the most 
ng accidents for this reactor design,” 


ported NOT MAN APART, pointing out 
mher that John Ahearne, chairman of an 
tside safety panel that advises DOE 
retary John Herrington on weapons 
factor issues, was angry about not being 
@of the accident until a day later and 
id that the performance of the DuPont 
iployees was “very bad.” 


STA oR 


U.S. NUCLEAR. “WEAPONS. ‘REACTORS | 


ea et CURT WE Been Rana Re aks apa ak Se Be Son ae wpe 


SHUT DOWN 


J. Raloff, writing in SCIENCE NEWS for 27 
August 1988, says, "Never has one of these 
reactors been restarted after such a long 
shut-down (4 months), and with fuel that 
had already been used for so long -- 7 1/2 
months of the fuel’s nine-month 
operational life." Although SCIENCE 
NEWS reported that SRP's chief of the 
Teactor branch, Roger Rollins, said the 
power "spike" was "very small,” the plant's 
manager, William Kadper said of the 
accident,”...the level of certainty that it was 
not out of control needed to be higher." 
(Star Tribune, Mpls., 19 August 1988) 


SCIENCE NEWS says the "spike" increased 
power "less than one-half of 1 percent," 
while SCIENCE, for 21 October 1988, 
reported that operators noted a 2 percent 
‘blip.” 


Following the SRP’s near disaster in quick 
succession were three serious disclosures 
that have rocked the DOE. First, on 
September 30th, Congressional committees 
revealed that dozens of destructive 
accidents at SRP's reactors have been kept 
secret -- even from DOE authorities -- for 31 
years. 


In the October 28th MILITANT,- Fred 
Feldman reports that a 1985 memo written 
at the SRP listed 30 "reactor incidents of 
greatest significance” that took place 
between 1957 and 1985, including the 
melting of fuel rods. Feldman reported 
several of the government's reasons for 
covering up the accidents for so long, but 
none appears more obvious than that of 
Peter Bradford, a former Atomic Energy 
Agency member, who said "disclosure could 
have seriously undermined public 
confidence in the safety of nuclear power 
and set back the nascent civilian program." 


Second, the same day that the DOE was 
responding to Congressional criticism of 
its mismanagement at SRP, it announced 
the shut-down of its Rocky Flats, Colorado 
plutoriium factory, according to SCIENCE, 
again for 21 October. An accident there on 
September 29 had contaminated three 
employees with plutonium, including a 
safety inspector. Third, only three days 
later the DOE was facing new charges about 
massive radioactive waste dumping at its 
processing plant in Fernald, Ohio. 


As Feldman reports in the MILITANT, in 
the case of the Fernald plant, which 
processes uranium, the government has 
admitted knowing of and concealing for 40 


years the dumping of thousands of tons of _ 


radioactive uranium into the nearby 
environment. The numbers are staggering. 
Quoting figures from the New York Times 
(10/15/88), Feldman notes that "runoff 
from the Fernald Plant carried some 
167,000 pounds of uranium waste into the 
Great Miami River. Another 268,000 
pounds was discarded into the air, and 
another 12.7 million pounds was stored in 
leaky pits at the plant." The plant's been 
closed since 7 October by a strike over wages 
and worker safety. 


The bitter irony of these disclosures is that 
while at SRP the government claims that it 
didn't know and wasn't told about the 
poisonous history of accidents and spills, 
at Fernald the same people now admit that 
they were quite aware of wide-spread 
radioactive contamination and chose not 
to spend the money to clean it up, even in 
view--of_ groundwater concentrations 
"hundreds or even thousands of times above 
drinking water standards." In the Fernald 
case, the DOE has made the admission of a 
deliberate cover-up in order to protect 
National Lead of Ohio, the contractor 
running the plant, from a $300 million suit 
brought by 14,000 local residents, 
according to the MILITANT. By taking 
"responsibility" for the Fernald dumping, 
the government now claims "sovereign 
immunity” from the suit. 


While the Fernald plaintiffs try to beat the 
DOE's catch-22, several other court actions 
have begun against the Department and its 
contractors. 

One by the Three Mile Island Public Health 
Fund, seeks access to government health 
records for 300,000 workers at U.S. nuclear 
weapons plants; and another, by the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, as 
Teported by SCIENCE, 28 October 1988, 
would if successful prevent any restart of 
the SRP reactors before an independent and 
thorough investigation of conditions and 
management there. In addition, the 
International Physicians for Social 
Responsibility and the Federation of 
American Scientists have both assailed the 
DOE's restart plans. In 1983, the NDRC was 
successful in a similar suit which kept 
closed the II Reactor in Hanford, 
Washington, shut-down for safety reasons 
since January, 1987. -- John LaForge 


Mark Rogness has provided this update: 


Presently officials at the nuclear weapons 
plant near Savannah River, Georgia are 
saying why it will be safe to restart one 
nuclear reactor to make tritium for nuclear 
weapons. They say that a large leak in the 
cooling system must be preceded by a small 
leak. Therefore, their reactor, which is 
similar to the one in Chernobyl (except 
older and with less containment) is very, 
very unlikely to melt down and spew 
radiation hither and yon. This reactor had 
been running at 10% capacity due to cooling 
system problems. Let your congressman, 
senator, and the Dept. of Energy know your 
views about restarting ancient cobbled 
together reactors. The military will exert 
immense power to restart tritium 
production. 


Failing to restart reactors P,L,and K will 
cause a decrease in the number of warheads 
we can deploy, delaying our near first strike 
capability. For those of us who do not favor 
unilateral disarmament (I do); another 
interesting itern is the debate about the next 
generation of tritium production. Shall we 
build 2 new reactors; or shall we build a 
linear accelerator (basically magnets and 
megawatts of electricity). Linear reactors 


do not use uranium and do not melt down 
(SCIENCE, Jan. 27,1989)! 


JESUS THE NONVIOLENT RESISTER Continued 


before it only knew the darkness. From 
now on love will rule over fear, peace will 
replace war, justice will come unto its own, 
even life now triumphs over death. Good 
news for all concerned! 


The new era has begun yet the old era is 
hanging on. Here is the rub, the context of 
the conflict. The early church was caught 
in a life and death struggle between the 
forces of good and evil in this in between 
time. The two eras seem to coexist side by 
side in constant tension and friction. It's 
an all out battle for the soul ‘of humanity 
and the destiny of Creation. We have only 
to pick a side. 


In this struggle the followers of Jesus are 
not without a blueprint, a plan, their 
marching orders, something to measure 
their lives by. They have the Sermon on the 
Mount, the command to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, free 
the captives, get rid of their possessions and 
love all people unconditionally -- 
especially our enemies. Me; ASy a 
counterculture agenda with a radical 
means, all that must be dene, must be done 
without force or violence. Love is the basis 
and nonviolent love is the means. A 
follower of Jesus cannot seek the backing of 
the Law, for the laws are backed by force 
and violence. More often than not their 
efforts are made despite the Law. 


A follower of Jesus is challenged to be a 
citizen of the Reign of God, whose victory is 
assured at a later date, yet has claims in the 
here and now. Check out the fictional 
character of Merlin the Wizard: He lives 
backwards in time from the future into the 
present. It is a follower of Jesus’ direction 
too. As they live their lives in the here and 
now they are claimed by the dictates of a 
future Reign, challenged to bring the hope of 
this future time into the present. 


HOW IS THIS CONFLICT RESOLVED? 


Now that we have named the conflict as a 
struggle between ultimate good and evil how 
does Jesus resolve this conflict in the 
Gospels? What does the dramatic action of 
the narrative tell us? Most stories that we 
are familiar with use what is called "Poetic 
Justice” to resolve their conflicts, 


Poetic Justice is when the bad guys are done 
in with some of their own medicine. We 
know the scenario well. The typical story 
begins with the bad guys doing something 
bad to the good guys. The good guys are 
innocent. As the story progresses the good 
guys eventually use the bad guys’ means to 
get even. The bad guy gets some of his-own 
medicine and the innnocent live happily 
ever after. 


The worse the bad guys the more innocent 
the good guys. Taken to its ultimate 
extension the bad guy/good guy conflict is a 
conflict between good and evil. In this 
respect it is like the Gospel story, yet vastly 
different in its means of resolving its 
conflict. 


In ultimate terms in order to use the bad 
guy's means, the good guys must transform 
the bad guys into subhuman characters. 
The bad guys personify the evil they have 
embraced. The more thoroughly the bad 
guy is destroyed the better the ending. The 
good guys who are innocent have the right, 
even the duty, to destroy the bad guys even if 
that means using the evil one's means. 


A good example of this dynamic in recent 
times can be found in the movie "Star 
Wars". The conflict is between ultimate 
good and evil, between the Force and the 
Death Planet. Early in the show Darth 
Vader destroys Princess Lea's planet. I 
remember sitting in the theater when the 
Princess’ planet was destroyed. There was a 
gasp by the crowd at this ultimate evil act. 
The dictates of poetic justice demanded a 
similar retaliation by the followers of the 
Force. In the end the followers of the Force 
do destroy the Death Planet. When the 
Death Planet was destroyed the whole 
theater cheered. Good triumphed over bad 
and everyone lived happily ever after. 


Lest you think I make too much of this good 
guy/ bad guy story line, examine our own 
national story post World War II.. For most 
United States citizens, their image of 
themselves as a nation is based on the 
perception that in World War II we came to 
the rescue of the rest of the world by 
defeating the evil empires of Germany and 
Japan. Since the war we have been in a life 


and death struggle with the forces of 
communism. We are the guardian of the 
Free World fighting the evil empire of the 
Soviet Union. We must be willing to use any 
means available to keep the evil forces in 
check. We have even justified the 
threatening of all life through the use of 
nuclear weapons to maintain our way of 
life. What makes our nuclear weapons 
different from the Soviet nuclear weapons? 
The difference is, we are right and they are 
wrong! 


If our basic truths and beliefs are defined 
and our imaginations are shaped by our 
stories, the good guy/ bad guy story line 
traps us in a permanent state of hostility. 
The license of Poetic Justice frees the hand 
of the innocent to take revenge while 
absolving them of guilt. For Poetic Justice 
to make sense the bad guys must be wrong, 
the more wrong the better and the good guys 
must be innocent, the more innocent the 
better. For Jesus both assertions are lies. 
No one is totally wrong or evil. No one is 
totally right or innocent. 


In the Gospels Jesus comes to resolve his 
conflict in a wholly different way. Jesus 
refuses to accept the two character 
transformations. He doesn't identify his 
enemies with the evil he is fighting. He 
tefuses to depersonalize his opposition. 


Tesist 

: and 

- For Jesus no one is totally innocent@e® yack ¢ 
Jesus refuses to use the methods leader. 

enemies who are out to destroy him fia © Ce 


violent means. The Gospel uni 
struggle that is completely nonviold 
Jesus’ side. A unique nonviolent res ng 
borrows from both traditions. * 

pacifism, Jesus adheres to # 
nonviolence no matter what. Like ff . 
defense position, Jesus aggres © the 
confronts and exposes the wro gg) 
injustices of his time. Jesus' non 
Tesistance is exactly what it says i 
resistance of evil without the « 
violence. 


Most people in our society don't folks 
nonviolent resistance is possible. We _ they 
conditioned by our stories that in the 
world the threat of State-sanctionedp sue 

legalized violence is the only thing kage is a 
the world from plunging into a’ bar 
state. Pragmatic concerns dictate the 
for laws with police and courts to & 
them, armies to protect and defent 3 ‘ 
borders. This is how peace is mainigie. aie 
Nuclear deterrence is the only option 
to the pragmatic mind in our s 
against Godless Communism. Jesus§ 
us a different way. 


Gene Sharp, the well known no ‘a os 
strategist, identifies three moments § s as Baw 
dynamic of nonviolent resistance! % 
confrontation, the repression and the — 
retaliation. In the synoptic Gospels mag t 

the Gospel story is spent setting ypee@PMre 
confrontation. The actual confront ‘ficial 
comes to a head in the last week of df fcua 
life. Jesus’ triumphant entry 3 Je 
Jerusalem and his cleansing of the Ta en | 
were the acts that sealed his fate. Afi many 
street demonstration on Palm Sunday i the 
the direct action on the Temple Re as 


Sanhedrin and the Romans conspire} 
away with him. The regression startsif Tho is this 
Garden of Gethsemani where he refusipe 

put up a fight. Both Luke and Maithei 
the Garden scene to develop the the 
nonviolent response. In Luke one of 
disciples cuts off the ear of the high pr 
servant. Jesus stops the disciple and? 
the servant's ear. LK. 22/51. In Matt 
Jesus’ response to his disciple strikin fi 
servant is to call him off saying, "I 
who live by the sword will die by the si 
MT.26/52. Clearly Jesus’ response if 
repression he was experiencing was 
nonviolent retaliation. 


John's Gospel is laid out differently. 
does his major assault on the Templei 
second chapter. Not only does he over 
the money tables and clear the plat It f 
animals, but he is also pic 
brandishing a whip. If charged todi 
would be indicted for assault to do 
bodily harm. In John's Gospel, ontt 
look beneath Jesus' statements of @ 
foreknowledge we find a resistance fig 
Reading the linking passages betwee 
main stories we get a picture of a Mé& 
who makes his rightful claim to place 
honor and then is struggling to maif fe of C 
his claim. John's Jesus is more 
resistance fighter, on the lam from tow, 
town because things were getting hot. 


The moment of truth for Jesus in Ja 
Gospel comes with his trial before Pilal 


Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews? [& 
Jesus: Do you ask this on your own, orfg 
others told you about me? ; 
Pilate: Am Ia Jew? Your own people 
Chief Priest have handed you over to 
What have you done? £ 
Jesus: My Kingdom is not of this wor 

it were, troops would have fought to pr 
me from being handed over to them. Bi 
kingdom is not of the KIND .. JN. 18/3% 


Jesus’ kingdom is not of this KIND? | 
not use the same methods of this world 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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JESUS THE NONVIOLENT RESISTER Continued 


he resistance story goes on. The Chief 
and council thought they had broken 
back of the Jesus movement by_killing 
fisleader. Then there was the resurrection 
ind the Council had its hands full with the 
Sllowers of Jesus. The book of Acts is the 
story of the early Church's struggles. 
Judging from their actions they fully 
€ ed the nonviolent resistance of their 
Master. Acts chronicles an outlawed band 
believers who were repeatedly dragged 
ore the courts, thrown in and out of jail, 
peat up and killed. It is a Church on the lam 
the spirit of its founder. 


IS THE ARENA OF THE CONFLICT 
CH THE GOSPELS ARE SET? 


Some folks in my parishes complain about 
what they call ‘political rhetoric’ from the 
pulpit. They are not used to hearing how 
spiritual matters are also political matters. 
The: is a confusion about the arena in 
which the Gospel stories take place. 


The best way to show this confusion is to 
ene question, "Why did Jesus go to 
: alem?"” The usual answer is that he 
yeni to Jerusalem to die for our sins. What 
ao es this answer imply? What does it say 
our Christian imagination? Jesus 
sing to Jerusalem to die for our sins is a 
sacrificial" image, a ritual event, like 
Abraham and Isaac on Mount Moriah. But 
doesn't God reject the idea of human 
acrifices? Do we think this rejection is 
versed with Jesus? 


Scripture scholars overwhelmingly deny 
that the Gospels portray Jesus as a 
sacrificial offering. The sacrificial/ritual 

gle is a secondary theme at best. If 
! g Jesus was out to destroy this kind 
of religion with his attack on the Temple. 
Still, many in the Church today continue to 

ess the sacrificial aspects of Jesus’ 
mission as primary and exclusive. 


Who is this God that would ask Jesus to die 
pr our sins? What is this God like? Does 
not this kind of God require a certain quota 

Of suffering, its pound of flesh to even the 

Scales, to make satisfaction? This kind of 
god tends to nurse a strange taste for death. 

Mis a spider God, a death-loving God. This 
isnot the God of the New Testament. 


Where does suffering fit into this kind of 


sacrificial theology? It presents a picture of 
@ God who wishes us to suffer, who finds it 
pleasing and appeasing. This God would 
have us suffer in silence, exchanging our 
physical pains for spiritual gains not in 


this world but in the next. 


This type of thinking only feeds our self 


hatred. It feeds our inclination to refuse to 
{ evil. It silences us. It tells us to go 


@with the flow and rewards the passive 


Christian. This type of thinking would see 
inthe actions of Jesus a passive acceptance 
of evil. Jesus is the lamb ready for 
slaughter, the perfect sacrifice and nothing 
more. 


“)The Gospels paint an entirely different 
#S picture of God and the role of suffering. A 
“) good example where the sacrificial/law and 
order image of God is rejected by Jesus is 
found in MK. 3/1-6. Jesus finds a man with 


a withered hand in the synagogue. His 


opponents are watching him closely. Jesus 


i 
n, or hg 


eople a 
er ton 


world, 
to pre 
1. But 
8/33-3 


D? It 
world. 


asks, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good 


Wor to do harm, to save life or to kill?" 


Translation: Is your God for life or for 
feath? Jesus then cures the man. 


Immediately Jesus' opponents meet with 


thers and begin to plot his demise. 
Translation: Their God is for death; 
furthermore, to be for life and the God of 


~wille as Jesus was May mean risking your 
“pown life. 


Here is the proper place for suffering for the 


It is a consequence of being 
faithful. It comes with our resistance to 
: vi. It is not something God desires. It is 

fhe price, the dues to be paid for our faithful 
lives. It is the God of life that brings Jesus 
to Jerusalem. Jesus takes on the evil 
Structures of his day and for this he pays 


Christian. 


The arena therefore in which the Gospel 
action takes place is not some sacrificial 
high altar set up for a calculating God. No, 
the primary arena is the struggle in the here 
and now, the interface between the forces of 
life and forces of death. It is played out in 
the world of governments, economic 
structures and social institutions; in other 
words, in the world of politics. 


WHAT ABOUT TODAY? 


Having identified Jesus as a nonviolent 
resister in the story of the Gospels it would 
be good now to ask the same questions of 
our own times. What is the context of our 
conflict with the world as we make Jesus' 
story our own? How are we to resolve this 
conflict? What arena does the conflict take 
place in? 


Wh: ur nt mtext? 


Moder people never really paid much 
attention to the idea of the world coming to 
an end. However, with the dropping of the 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, all that 
has changed. Today engraved in our 
collective human psyche is the 
consciousness of our own self destruction. 
This is a unique and qualitatively different 
human experience. At no other time have 
we had the mechanism in place to destroy 
all life. This fact changes the whole 
geography of the human spirit. It gives us 
cause to reevaluate our assessment of 
Eschatology. How might we look at the 
eschatological framework upon which the 
Gospels rest in this post-Hiroshima world? 


In the pre-atomic modern age the idea of the 
End Times was remote, other worldly and 
from outside our human experience. It was 
something thought to come from the hand 
of God, a divine exit and closure to creation. 
Today, we live with the means of an End 
Times of our own making. An estranged 
End Times that comes not at the hand of 
God but from our hands. It is the ultimate 
blasphemy, a planetary abortion that 
promises to end all life and destroy our 
future. 


To embrace the eschatological hope of the 
gospel today is to let your heaven collapse 
into the here and now. With the bomb ready 
to steal our future we know we either make 
it here on earth or forget about the afterlife. 
To let the claims of the Reign of God rule our 
lives is to see ourselves in a Cosmic life and 


death struggle inthe here and now. The 
forces of life are banding together to 
overcome the continued acceptance of the 
bomb. We either change or die. It is not 
much different from Jesus’ times. We need 
to rediscover the sense of urgency the first 
century Christians had about the End 
Times and set our priorities accordingly. 

We must see ourselves in the same life and 
death struggle with the forces of good and 
evil as Jesus did, only with the bomb we 
may be the last generation to put up a fight. 


How is the conflict being resolved for the 
present day followers of Jesus? 


In respect to this question little has 
changed. Jesus is still our role model. We 
are called to be nonviolent resisters to all 
forms of evil. We are called to resist 
without dehumanizing the people who are 
caught up in the evil spirit of the world. We 
are being called to resist this evil without 
the use of violence. A tall order considering 
the state of the world today. Where is this 
being done? 


The following comes from a reflection I 
gave at a prayer service before the July 6, 
1986 line crossing at the Strategic Air 
Command Headquarters in Omaha, 
Nebraska. There were 600 people at the 
prayer service and rally, and 247 of us 
crossed the line. 


There is a growing Resistance Church in 
this country. It can be found in the 
many houses of hospitality springing 
up in our urban centers serving the ever 
increasing number of homeless people. 
The front line casualties of our Nuclear 
Economy. It can be found in the 
increased number of people refusing to 
pay their taxes or register for the draft, 
saying no to the militarization of our 
society. It can be found in the growing 
Sanctuary Movement and the Pledge of 
Resistance, the United States side of the 
Central American Liberation 
Movement ... in the "Belly of the Beast”. 
It gathers for prayer and witness at 
Nuclear weapons plants, military 
installations, seats of powér in ongoing 
faithful campaigns of presence and 
resistance. 


The conscience of this Church is being 
formed by brothers and sisters taking 
hammers in hand and enfleshing the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah, "They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares", 
spending many months and years in 
prison, the first feeble acts of 
disarmament ... 


It is a Church in search of the soul of a 
nation ... 


It will need to confront the religion of 
blind patriotism and empty 
nationalism that serves to protect and 
bless the Bomb ... 


A Nationalist Spirit that can be found 
in every major denomination using the 
same book, the same symbols, and the 
same ‘Faith to justify its Bomb 
Allegiance. Nothing short of a 
realignment of what it means to be 
faithful is at the heart of the struggle ... 


Downward mobility, direct 
identification with the poor and acts of 
nonviolent resistance are the signs of 
this Resistance Church ... and it is 
growing. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 


I really like doing hospitality. Even though 
the place is especially chaotic on my shift, 
since all the kids (mine being first in line) 
seem to think they are supposed to run 
around shrieking and jumping on the 
furniture if they see me there, I have to say I 
Teally like it. I love the sense of family that 
happens when a group of people get together 
to get a meal out (always late on my shift), 
or clean the place up, or just smoke 
cigarettes and talk together. Even when I'm 
tired or once in a while when it seems like 
all the guests and everyone I know hates 
me, I still like it. I have never had the 
feeling that doing this kind of work was 
any kind of sacrifice; on the contrary, I feel 
really lucky to have discovered that there 
are places like this around. No one could 
claim that you don't see a lot of injustice 
and hopelessness in a life spent with poor 
people, but to my mind the sharing and 
support people manage to give to each other 
and the good times spent in such an 
unlikely setting far outweigh the misery. 
For my own state of mind, I certainly felt 
far more hopeless and trapped by life as a 
file clerk than I ever have since. 


I really like working on the new house, too. 
It's a great feeling to sce something 
beautiful coming from what was destined 
for the bulldozer, and to imagine it as a 
home for people, trying to decide where to 
put the kitchen cabinets, or. where the” 
telephone ought to go. Making something 
solid and enduring seems like such a 
hopeful thing, a belief in the future. 
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thoughts on communit' 


By Wendy Bobbitt 


Most of all I really like living in 
community. To me the hardest thing about 
life in the unreal world was the isolation. I 
worked in one place as a file clerk for two 
years and though I am not an unfriendly 
person, I never visited anyone's house and 
they never visited mine. It was friendly, but 
it wasn't real. There was nothing we shared 
but an office and a boss. It was the same on 
every other job I ever had. But living in 
community is totally different from that 
world. It really is the way we are supposed 
to live, I believe. I imagine when I hear 
about simpler societies like the town in 
Mexico where the Bojorquezes came from 
that despite the material poverty they still 
have that sense of community. Jim said 
that when he was there, there was a half- 
hidden roadside shrine where people would 
put money when they passed by, and that 
way if anyone was desperate, they were 
welcome to go there and get some. I don't 
know where that sense of connectedness 
has gone in our world, but I know I have 
found it here in community. 


Well, anyone who has ever lived in 
community knows that it's no bed of roses, 
and any community, I'm sure, has the 
distances between people and the hostilities 
that we have, that CCNV had when I was 
there, and that any family has. There are 
always people you can't relate to or that you 
outright don't like. But in community you 
form deep relationships, your faults and 
failings come out, your real feelings are 
exposed. And the bonds that form are so 
strong that they only get stronger with 
time, so that even people I couldn't stand 
when I was at CCNV I have come to love 
with time. 


The reason I'm going into all this is that I've 
been thinking about this.new world, God's 
Kingdom or whatever it is that we are 
supposed to be trying to bring about on 
earth. It's really easy, especially if you're in 
the habit of going around giving talks on 
homelessness or nuclear weapons or 
whatever to. come off as a very angry 


person, and when people ask you, so what 


- 


20/20 - Clear Vision for 
a Nuke-free Future 


There's probably nothing quite like a long, 
cynical, and utterly vacuous presidential 
campaign to take the political winds out of 
Iowans’ sails ... an election that saw Bush 
win big with his heartwarming calls for a 
kinder, gentler death penalty and increased 
defense spending. 


Time to give up, right? WRONG! 


Now's the time for a new effort to enlighten 
our political leaders with a clear vision of 
ending the nuclear arms race and diverting 
military greeds to human needs. ‘Tis the 
time for a project like 20/20 Vision. 


20/20 Vision is a unique, grassroots, 


national lobbying effort aimed at ending, 


the arms race. For 20 minutes a month and 
20 dollars a year, people can cut through the 
confusing chaos of bureaucratic babble to 
send a clear message to their U.S. Senators 
and Representatives on key arms issues. 
Here's how it works: 


Each month, volunteers from each 20/20 
Congressional District Project call a dozen 
legislative specialists in national, state, 
and local peace organizations to select the 
most important action local citizens can 
take. These "core group" members then 
produce and mail a brightly colored 
postcard to each 20/20 Subscriber in their 
District, telling them everything they need - 
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By Jon Krieg 


- and nothing they don't need -- to invest 20 
meaningful minutes for peace. Every 
month, right before critical decisions are 
made, key policy-makers receive hundreds 
of calls or letters expressing the "peace" 
point of view. And believe it -- this makes a 
difference! 


20/20 Vision is intentionally designed to 
complement the ongoing work of local and 
state-wide peace and justice groups. 


To become a subscriber to the 20/20 Vision 
Project in District 4 (Central Iowa) contact 
the local support group: Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, 1321 8th St., Des 
Moines, IA 50314 (515) 282-5851. 


The District 5 (Southwest Iowa) contact 
person is Margaret Vernon, 401 W. 
Ashland, Indianola, IA 50125 (515) 276- 
4991. For other districts in Iowa, contact 
Jeremy Sherman, 20/20 Vision Western 
Office, 1181 C Solano Ave., Albany, CA 
94706 (415) 528-8800. 


do you have to offer, you're left speet 
At least I always am. The reason 
that most of the time on those ff 
operate in a "no" mode instead of @ 
mode, and it's really hard to em 
anything different from what we've 


I crossed the line at the SAC base yes 
for the third time this year. Althougi 
might let it go, actually I am expectin 
in a way hoping that I will get sent! 
For several years I have felt a strong@ 
to resist the arms race in a serious W 
finally I felt it so strongly that I had 
something, so in my usual way off 
the water first, I decided to cross ff 
and see how my kids and I suri 
separation when I go to jail. 


So the big thing that had stopped ms 
doing resistance was the obvious qué 
of who would take care of my kids ifl 
to jail, and would they have the si 
they need to deal with a separation 
really been a message to me thats 
supposed to do what we are supposedl 
because when I finally gave up the figh 
decided to risk jail, I found that myff 
and community are not only willing 
for them, but want to. So my risking 
not only a "no" to the arms race, but@ 
to a better way of living, where we cal 
love, and support each other. I reallj 
all of them and they love me and ny 
and together we are saying “no” to thet 
represented at SAC and "yes" to life. 


JESUS THE NONVIOLENT RESISTER 
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i And finally, what is the arena oll 
i present day conflict? 

I 
i Again, there has been little change 
} Gospel arena today is essentially a pe 
arena as it was in Jesus’ time. We areé 
to take the fight to those human pol 
and economic structures who 2 
allegiance with the Spirit of Death. 
bomb has become the clearest and 
visible symbol of Death in our 
Admittedly there are many 46 
manifestations of this death allegian 
our world today: racism, Sse 
materialism, militarism and violent 
all its forms, yet they all take theif 
from the spirit of the Bomb. 


What might our political agenda be f 
foreseeable future? Liz McdAlist 
Plowshares activist and co-found 
Jonah House in Baltimore said it b 
Minneapolis in February of 1986: 


"It is argued that the danger of m 
destruction will always be with us bet 
having learned the natural laws on’ 
nuclear weapons are based, there ist 
to forget them. There is a way to ea 
immediate danger, to pull back the ha 
the clock. And this is it: 


--- by eliminating the weapons w 
possess 

--- by getting rid of conventional (so: 
weapons as well 

--- by replacing the system of nationa 
sovereignty 


--- by reinventing politics 
--- by reinventing the world ..." 


It is a formidable agenda but it is ours 


Liz was reminded of James Douglas: 
Ground Zero, saying, "What do we do 
end of the world? (which is now) an 
answer ... "BEGIN A NEW ONE!" 


————————————————————————— 


By Jim Johnson 


he blue train stopped in Creston early on 
fe morning of December 14th for a crew 
ange. As the secret and heavily guarded 
iin was about to proceed I stepped onto 
fe tracks with two lit red flares and flagged 
ie train to block its passage and was 
ibsequently arrested. I did so for the 
lowing reasons. 


his train load of spent uranium nuclear 
factor fuel is rich in plutonium, the 
sential ingredient for all thermonuclear 
fapons. The fuel is not waste on ils way to 
sposal, as the plutonium it contains is 
pre valuable than diamonds to those who 
juld make these weapons. 


lutonium, for its intensely radioactive 
Agevity and its capacity’to fission, easily 
alifies as both the most valuable and 
pst evil substance on earth. 


imary nuclear weapons manufacturer, 
‘braska Public Power District, operator of 
Cooper Nuclear Power Station at 
fownville, Nebraska from which the fuel 
me, and Burlington Northern are, at a 
Tifying risk to the public, shipping this 
w material for the nuclear arms race 
frough Iowa to General Electric's 
sprocessing and storage facility at Morris, 
linois. 


hese shipments are an unacceptable 
anger to the public. This train is 
bpelessly vulnerable to any vandal, 
mrorist or madman waiting along the 
It has already been the target of one 
srailment outside Minneapolis while 
ving fuel from Northern State Power's 
onticello reactor to Morris. 


hese fuel container casks have now been 
sed over fifty times leaving them 
fakened by neutron corrosion and 
mbrittlement. These casks have never 
een crash tested while loaded with spent 
el, leaving unanswered profound 
iestions of fuel breakage, compaction and 
fiticality. This fuel is, after all, the same 
full that blew up at Chernobyl. 


Miowever, the peaceful world order, as 
pnceived by Gandhi, may take time to 
lve. Moreover, the process for its 
tablishment is difficult of easy 
hievement, for it has to pass many 
@urdies and overcome diverse problems. 
his necessitates the study of Gandhi's 
fort term technique for resolving 
fernational tension and conflict or his 
#echnique for resisting armed aggression. 


andhis technique for resisting 
isression, broadly speaking may be 
vided into three steps. First, the plan for 
tion before invasion takes place. This 
ymeans removing non-violently the 
wrobable cause or motive behind the 

bssible invasion. Secondly, the plan to be 
weopted during the period of armed attack. 

his consists in fighting non-violently to 
last man and yet without any bitterness 
hatred, against the invader. Says 
Wandhi, "The underlying belief in such 
pnviolent resistance is that the aggressor 
li, in time, be mentally and even 
Whysically tired of killing nonviolent 
sisters.” And thirdly, the plan for the 
triod when occupation of territory by the 
gressor has taken place. According to 
andhi, the attitude to be taken during this 
od ts that of “non-violent non- 
pperation” with the aggressors. "If a 


eneral Electric. owner of the fuel and a- 


HE ARMS RACE STOPS IN CRESTON 


This train passes over Burlington Northern 
track ranging in quality from the 
derailment-plagued Amtrak toute through 
Iowa to the abysmal, laid at the turn of the 
century track north of Peru, Nebraska. 
Burlington Northern pulls this train past 
unsuspecting trackside residents and 
Amtrak passengers under cover of darkness 
as if to further disguise the silent, stealthy 
burst of radiation they will receive from its 
passage. 


Nebraska Public Power District's Cooper 
Station is a boiling water reactor which 
continuously emits radioactive isotopes 
while in operation blanketing the 
neighborhood, including Iowa, with a hot, 


deadly plume. This fallout is producing 
inevitably higher rates of latent cancers, 
leukemias and genetic defects. Cooper has 
been operating for over a decade. 


General Electric is, in violation of laws 
supporting international nuclear 
nonproliferation treaties banning the use 
of commercial nuclear materials for 
weapons, moving the fuel to Morris for 
exactly that purpose. 


WORLD ORDER -- A GANDHIAN APPROACH Continued 


whole conquered nation -- men, women and 
children -- refuse to cooperate in ‘any way 
whatever with the occupation forces, the 
latter are bound to withdraw, sooner or 
later, in sheer disgust and confusion." 


The developing countries or the smaller 
nations of the world, in order to get the 
benefits or results of a world order, should 
work collectively for this kind of 
persuasive change. They would cover in its 
sweep, the individuals, the small groups, 
the national institutions and finally as 
conceived by Gandhi, into a world 
federation. Therefore "a mere 
international economic deai (such as the 
proposed NIEO) is unlikely to deliver the 
goods from a long-term view-point, either 
in the third world or the global community 
generally. 


Hence, the NIEO should become the part and 
parcel of the World Order. Its proposals 
should fit into the World Order by 
incorporating the Gandhian values and 
concepts such as, non-violence, bread- 
labour, self-sufficiency, self-reliance, 
cooperation, swadeshi, decentralization, 
trusteeship, etc. at the international level 
in order to change the present economic 
relations between the developed and 
developing countries. 


Hiroshima's bomb was made from 
uranium, Nagasaki'’s was plutonium. 


These three companies gre getting away 
with murder, safely insulated from the 
evidence lying as yet undiscovered or only 
dimly perceived as a subtle bulge in some 
cancer statistics. They are sowing a legacy 
of death from these evil metals, uranium 
and plutonium, whether from their 
metallic breath exhaled at Cooper, the 
hazards of their transit through Iowa or 
their resurrection as nuclear weapons. 


Help stop this criminal process befofe it 
destroys our future, demand that these 
shipments cease, stop this train, don't let it 
pass. 


The Arms Race Stops Here. 


Let's Rebuild America! 


Peter Maurin, founder of the Catholic 
Worker, said that Irish monks established 
centers all over Europe, which were centers 
of Cult, Culture and Cultivation. At these 
Benedictine-like centers, the liturgy was 
lived. They were centers of learning and of 
agriculture. 


Peter calls for €atholic Worker Farm 
communities, which he named "agronomic 
universities," similar to those centers the 
Irish monks established in the early years 
of European history. 


Build new communities on the land! Then 
there should be jobs for everyone, because 
then there should be every kind of work 
needed. So work for everyone should exist, 
work to fulfil every need that exists in a 
new community. 


Hazen Ordway 
ll 
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SjToey ETA 


Jnto this woeld, this demented 
inn, in usthich there is absolutely 
no zoom foz Him at all, Chaist 
has come uninuited. But Because 
He cannot be at Aome in it, 
because He is out of place in it, 
His place is with those others for 
uhom these is no zoom. His 
place is with those who do not 
Belong, who ate ejected by 
pouwes because they ate segasded 
as ueak, those uho ate 
disczedited, who ate denied the 
status of pessons, who ate 
tostuszed, boméed, and 
exteaminated. With those fos 
whom these is no toom, Chest is 
present in the wosld. He is 
mysteriously present in those for 
whom these seems to be nothing 
but the world at its wout ... JEis 
in these that He hides Himself, 
fo4 whom thete is no 400m. 


~- Raids on the Unspeakable 
Jhomas Merton 


